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SOCIAL ASSIMILATION. 

VII. ASSIMILATION IN THE MODERN WORLD. 
RUSSIA. 

Throughout the ancient and mediaeval world, then, the aris- 
tocratic type of assimilation prevailed. Indeed, this was the 
only kind thought of until the last century. The idea of assimi- 
lation as allowing differences to exist within likenesses may be 
designated as strictly modern. It could not exist until the doc- 
trines of freedom of thought and liberty of conscience were 
established. Though the Reformation was the first movement 
in this direction and the French Revolution the most violent 
assertion of these principles, they did not actually come to vivify 
national life until well down into the nineteenth century. While 
religion was a great assimilator, and during the ages of faith 
proved necessarily the strongest means of unification, its utility 
as an assimilating agent was not to last forever. After the rise 
of modern states, religion became more of a hindrance than a 
help in causing the extension of consciousness of kind. Indeed, 
the highest type of assimilation could not occur while society 
bent slavishly under the yoke of religion. It was left for our 
own new country, which stands for freedom in the largest sense 
of the term, to show the world how to assimilate various peo- 
ples without recourse to the aid of religion. In its stead educa- 
tion steps in, and the success of American methods must speak 
for their intelligence. More nearly than anywhere else in the 
world does assimilation in the United States approach the ideal 
type. Democratic ideals have to a degree affected the policy 
of assimilation in all modern states, but in no country save 
our own has their influence been sufficiently potent to change 
the type of assimilation practiced. Most countries today are 
still enough under the sway of tradition to cause them to persist 
in the aristocratic type of assimilation, and consequently to 
cling to intolerant methods. The policy of Russia, Germany, 
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Austria, and even England in some of her colonies, supports 
this statement. 

Even in countries which practice the aristocratic type of 
assimilation today education is coming to the front as an assimi 
lating agent. Metternich's policy of allowing ignorance to 
reign supreme is no more possible. It is now necessary to see 
that education is of the proper kind for national purposes, and 
it has become the task of the state in many lands to educate all 
in national beliefs and traditions. If the state does not do this, 
in these days of press omnipotence, other ideas will be imbibed 
from reading and will lay hold of the population. Early incul- 
cation of national ideals, beliefs, and standards is the best forti- 
fication against the intrusion of new thought. Thus Germany 
enforces universal education, and a large part of the course of 
instruction in the Volksschule is directed to patriotic ends. Ger- 
man national hero-worship and German political ideals are 
taught through history. In Alsace-Lorraine, before one can 
practice medicine he must learn the language of the victors, for 
he is obliged to finish his studies at a German university. In 
Prussia the state has formed a special fund for the purchase of 
land in the duchy of Posen. With the aid of this fund property 
can be bought of the Poles, and sold to Germans on advanta- 
geous terms. As this capital was partly constituted by payments 
of Polish subjects to the king of Prussia, it is evident, says M. 
Novicow, that the Poles themselves are obliged to pay for their 
own denationalization. 1 Germany gives the best evidence of the 
ideal of assimilation which she possesses in her outrageous treat- 
ment of the Danes of North Schleswig, before referred to at 
length in this paper. 2 

In Hungary, also, the Magyars have comprehended the 
importance of compulsory universal education as a means of pre- 
serving their tongue, which is disappearing before the German, 
Slavonic, and Roumanian. Of the 15,600,000 inhabitants of 
Hungary only 5,500,000 speak Magyar.3 Lately the government 

1 Novicow, Les I.uttes entre SocUtls humaines, p. 140. 

* See American Journal of Sociology, May, 1901, pp. 808, 809. 

3 Novicow, op. cit., p. 137. 
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at Pesth has issued a decree by virtue of which infant schools for 
children from three to six years of age must be opened in every 
commune at the expense of the commune. Attendance is obli- 
gatory, unless the children receive at home sufficient care and 
education. Local authorities pass judgment on these home 
conditions. During these three years the children must learn 
Magyar. 1 In order to increase the number of persons speaking 
Magyar the government has also had recourse to an expedient 
which recalls la dime des enfants, practiced by the Turks. Slavonic 
orphans are removed from the region where their language is 
spoken and taken to a locality purely Magyar. Here they learn 
Magyar and become the worst enemies of the nationality of their 
fathers. 2 

Austria has pursued the policy of playing off her various 
states one against another. This mechanical method can but 
succeed in producing an artificial union which will last only as 
the compelling force is feared, and must needs in the end fail. 
The bonds of old national traditions by which the various states 
are united within themselves make assimilation difficult, and 
unless these traditions and customs are respected by the central 
government, unless a policy of toleration is adopted, these old 
traditions will never give way to the new sentiment of devotion 
and fealty to the central government, without which assimilation 
cannot take place. It is a fact that Austria herself has a faint 
glimmering of this truth, for under the constitutional law of 
1867 all races of the monarchy were declared equal before the 
law, and all the languages were given equal rights in the schools. 
But M. Novicow reminds us that the law has never yet (1893) 
been carried out. 3 All commands in the army are still given in 
German. 

'Ibid., p. 139. 'Ibid., pp. 137, 138. 

3 Article XIX of the constitutional law of December 21, 1867, says : (1) All the 
people of the state, to whatever race they belong, are equal before the law; each race has 
the inviolable right of maintaining its nationality and its language ; (2) the state gives 
to all languages in usage in the monarchy the equal right of being employed in the 
schools, in public functions, and acts ; (3) in regions inhabited by people belonging 
to various races the public schools should be organized in such a way that each child 
may receive the necessary elementary instruction in his own language without being 
obliged to learn a second tongue. (Novicow, Les Luttes entre Sociltis humaines, p. 
141, note.) 
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England's idea of building up an empire which shall have a 
footing in every part of the earth takes but slightly into consid- 
eration assimilation of the peoples with which she comes in 
contact. Modern English ideals in colonization are purely 
economic. The idea of regeneration of the native peoples — 
the extension of Anglo-Saxon civilization to these lower races — 
which was once a partial motive, at least, in English settlement, 
seems to have vanished. Mr. Kidd, in his Control of the Tropics, 
looks at the matter solely from an economic standpoint, and the 
same is true of Ireland's Tropical Colonization. England does 
not try to span the gulf that separates her from the native races 
in her empire, declares M. Paul Leroy-Beaulieu. The English 
are but encamped in India, while the Russians are taking root 
every day in Turkestan and Siberia. 1 Though Ireland, quoting 
Mr. Boys, 2 asserts that England shows great concern in elevating 
the natives of India, the opposite opinion prevails to a large 
extent. Perhaps no better illustration can be given of this latter 
view than a summary of an article that appeared in the Contem- 
porary Review for August, 1899, entitled "The Anglo-Indian 
Creed." The author, who signs himself " A Heretic," declares 
that this creed is more effective than any of the three confes- 
sions of Christendom. From the articles of the creed which he 
lays down it is claimed that England's policy in India is 
exploitation. Little thought of assimilating the native races to 
western culture seems to exist. Among these articles are the 
following : ( 1 ) Long residence in India as an Anglo-Indian 
official alone enables a man to express correct opinions on any 

1 Paul Leroy-Beaulieu, De la Colonisation chez les Peuples modernes, p. 668. 

2 "We strive our very best to rule India in the interest of the native population. 
.... We lay ourselves out to give every Indian who cares to come forward for it 
what is practically a free education right up to the universities which we have estab- 
lished and still continue to establish all over India. .... We are scrupulously exact 
in all our dealings with the natives, insisting on a full wage being paid for all work 

done The English protect all rights in land, however shadowy they may be, 

and confer others We persist in impressing on the native mind that the western 

and the oriental, the heir of European civilization and the successor to eastern con- 
servatism, are all equal and equally fitted for and capable of understanding and of 
profiting by those social institutions and forms of government to which we ourselves 
are so attached." (Quoted by Ireland, Tropical Colonization, pp. 212-15.) 
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Indian question; (2) all interference from London, whether 
from the Indian secretary or from debates in Parliament, is to 
be condemned alike as useless and harmful ; (3) no external 
criticism is to be tolerated either in the native or European 
press, and still less on the public platform ; (4) Lord Ripon 
and all his works are anathema maranatha (Lord Ripon, it will 
be remembered, was in favor of opening the public service to 
natives and of considering their rights); (5) a forward policy 
is best — aggression — extension of territory; (6) though mis- 
sionaries and missions may to a certain extent be recognized, 
yet one must believe that of all natives native Christians are 
the worst; (7) Mohammedans are in all ways superior to 
Hindus. Do not the principles embodied in these articles speak 
for aggression and exploitation as the watchwords of English 
colonial policy? For her policy in India is but typical of her 
methods elsewhere. 

Russia and the United States offer the best modern instances 
of assimilation as a force in the creation of national character. 
Since they present also the two opposed types and methods, 
comparison of the operation and results of assimilation in these 
two countries may not prove unprofitable. First, Russia. " We 
may regard southern Russia as a workshop in which fragments 
of old nations are being melted down to form a new composite 
whole," says Mr. Wallace. But he adds : " It must be con- 
fessed, however, that the melting process has as yet scarcely 
begun." T Russia is at present little more than an agglomeration 
of many peoples. In the Czar's domains are found the most 
motley of human families. 2 Geographically the land is fitted 
for one people — for unity. But among the Russians themselves 
assimilation is not yet completed. " The Russians are a people 

1 Wallace, Russia, p. 375. 

2 "Of the total population of the empire 88 per cent, are Aryan, $%, per cent. 
Turanian, 4 per cent, of Uralo- Altaic stock, 3% per cent. Semitic. Of the Aryan 
population 8ij£ per cent, are Slav, 3^ per cent. Lithuanian and Lettish, iJS^ per 
cent. Teutonic, 1 per cent. Graeco-Latin. Of the Slavs 74% per cent, are Russian 
and 6% per cent. Polish, while of the former about one-half are ' great Russians.' 
About forty languages or dialects are spoken in Russia." (Statesman's Yearbook, 
1885.) 
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in the act of getting itself into shape, and that from the moral 
as well as the material standpoint," asserts M. Leroy-Beaulieu. 1 
The modern European Russian, the creation of Peter the Great, 
and the Russian Russian of old Muscovia have different ideals 
and different points of view, and have not yet been brought to 
think alike. Russia is far behind other European nations in 
culture. They have a past behind them. She has a future to 
make. As Russia becomes more and more enlightened, she will 
become less and less dependent on western Europe. In fact, 
the Russia of today is far more Russian than it was in the time 
of Alexander II. In the latter half of the seventeenth century, 
when Peter the Great was deluging his land with innovations 
from western Europe, Russia awoke to self-realization. The 
reaction against foreign influence which followed gave birth to 
the Slavophil sentiment, which condemned the imitation of 
western culture and encouraged the development of Russian 
civilization along its own peculiar lines. Russia's policy today, 
of Russia for the Russians, is a development of this sentiment. 
Because Russia is today more conscious of herself than ever 
before, she realizes that her territory must contain a homogeneous 
folk. In consequence she has made strenuous efforts at assimi- 
lation of late. Her method toward all strangers is the same, 
irrespective of their degree of civilization. Identical measures 
are employed for the assimilation of the. Culturvolker of western 
Europe within her domains and that of the half-barbarian peoples 
on her eastern and southern borders. Consequently varying 
degrees of success attend her efforts. Dictated by her ideals of 
unity of faith, loyalty to the Czar, and reverence for class, 
Russia's type of assimilation is strictly aristocratic and her method 
wholly coercive. Russia holds to the old idea that religion — 
unity of faith — is the most important bond of union among a 
people, so she takes drastic measures for the conversion of all 
heretics on her soil. To this desire for community of faith — 
to this assertion of the principle that Russians shall be ortho- 
dox — may be traced her outrageous persecution of the Lutherans, 

1 Anatole Leroy-Beaulieu, The Empire of the Tsars and the Russians, Vol. 
I, P- 52. 
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Polish Catholics, and, above all, the Jews. That Russia shows 
no respect for either treaties or truth when they interfere with 
her policy is evidenced by her treatment of the Germans in 
southern Russia, who, though invited into the empire by 
Catherine II. for the purpose of colonization, with the promise 
of exemption from military service, yet have been subjected to 
universal conscription as a means of Russification. Though the 
Mennonites came to Russia to escape military service, which 
violates their creed, they are now made to serve in the army, in 
spite of the fact that before they migrated to Russia they were 
solemnly told they should be free from military service. 1 But 
Russia's most flagrant violation of all treaty and moral rights is 
seen in the attacks which have recently been made upon the 
Finns, before referred to. 2 

Russia has failed to grasp the truth that the response of the 
passive element will be largely determined by the relative culture 
stage of the two peoples involved in the process of assimilation. 
Consequently she does not discriminate in her treatment of dif- 
ferent races. Notice the difference in the success of her assimi- 
lation of the Asiatic peoples which have very little coherent 
history behind them, and that of the nationalities within her 
empire which are products of western culture and which rest on 
a firm platform of history and tradition. In the first case 
assimilation follows naturally and easily ; in the latter it is 
extremely difficult. The civilization, institutions, and religion 
of the Russians are more similar in kind to those of the eastern 
Slavic and Graeco-Slavic races than they are to those of the 
Germans, Poles, and Jews in western Russia. Following the 
law that assimilation will be the easier the more nearly the races 
in contact approach the same culture stage, Russia's assimila- 
tion of these eastern peoples has been a matter of course. Her 
expansion eastward, unbroken as the country is by geographical 
barriers, has been most natural. She has always had a popula- 
tion within her own borders fit for pioneer work, living, as many 

1 Wallace, op. at., pp. 375, 376 ; Anatole Leroy-Beaulieu, op. cit., Vol. I, 
pp. 46, 47. 

'See American Journal of Sociology, May, 1901, pp. 810,811. 
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of her people are forced to, side by side with half-civilized races. 
The greater part of Russia's colonization by expansion is done 
by the Russian moujik or peasant, who is by nature, by social 
institutions, and by religion more fitted to appeal to the semi- 
barbarian folk than any other European type. Since he is simple, 
near to nature, and without pretension, he is eminently fit to 
understand the rude peoples of the frontier and to make himself 
understood. Even the Russian of a higher status than the 
peasant is capable of much sympathy and fellow-feeling with 
these rude eastern peoples. The saying, "Scratch the Russian 
and you will find a Tartar," still holds. Between the Russian 
merchant, how large soever his business, and the merchant of 
Bokhara, or Samarkand, the difference is slight; their mental 
attitude and habits vary but little. The resemblance is still more 
striking between the Russian peasant and the simple Kirghiz, or 
Turkoman. They are practically at the same stage of intellectual 
development. Furthermore, even the Russian officers and 
functionaries, in spite of the varnish of a European culture of 
two generations, are conscious of their primitive nature and treat 
the Kirghiz or Turkoman as bon camarade? The institutions of 
Russian society appeal forcibly to these border races. The 
patriarchal system of the Russian mir and the ownership of land 
in common are in accord with the ideas of these vanquished 
peoples, which for the most part are lacking in historical tradi- 
tion and have but a feeble national consciousness. Besides, this 
system of holding land in common and dividing it at stated 
intervals, while it prevents the development of a love of home 
such as the German has, fosters a love of land and fits the moujik 
for the colonization which is so indispensable a feature of Russian 
advancement. The Russian religion also, which has always paid 
much attention to ceremonial, appeals powerfully to these rude 
peoples, many of which have been accustomed to polytheism 
and pagan rites. Thus consciousness of kind is soon developed 
between the Russians and their eastern and southern neighbors, 
sympathy and fellow-feeling spread rapidly, and Russification is 

1 Paul Leroy-Beaulieu, De le Colonisation chez les Peuples modernes, Part I, 
chap. II, pp. 666-70. 
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easily accomplished after contact makes their potential resem- 
blances known. "The Turkomans, who at Khiva and at Geuk- 
Tepe struggled with frenzy, only a few years ago, against the 
Muscovite invader, now serve in the army definitely reconciled, 
without regret and without ill-will." 1 

While the primitive condition of the Russian peasant is help- 
ful in Russia's assimilation of these half-barbarian races, it 
hinders her assimilation of the Culturvolker within her confines. 
Though force is the method of appeal which causes the readiest 
response from half-civilized peoples, it is often productive of 
no result when applied to highly civilized races. The Germans, 
the Poles, the Finns, and the Jews are all Culturvolker. They 
have behind them a past in which they glory and to which they 
cling. Hence they do not yield readily to Russia's method of 
attack. Obeying the law that the higher culture tends to hold 
its own when brought into contact with lower, even though the 
lower is possessed by the dominant race, Russia's method of 
impression through fear and force has had little effect thus far 
on the western peoples under her jurisdiction. There has been 
very little assimilation, for instance, between the Germans who 
came into Russia at the invitation of Catherine II., and the 
Russian peasants with whom they came in contact. The two 
races were in different stages of economic development ; the 
frontier tribes were largely pastoral and agricultural, the Ger- 
mans industrial. There was little understanding between the 
two races, and the Germans did not care to bring about one. 
The German looked down on the Russian, refused to adopt his 
language, religion, and customs, and jealously guarded his own 
civilization and his sense of belonging to a Culturvolk ; and the 
Russian peasant on his part was strongly conservative and pre- 
ferred to live along his old traditional lines rather than imitate 
the life of the newcomers. 2 Russia's oppression of the Ger- 
mans, Poles, and Finns, while not as harsh as that of the Jews, 
is yet sufficient to cause strenuous resistance and growth of 

1 Paul Leroy-Beaulieu, op. cit., p. 668. 

a Wallace, Russia, pp. 369-77 ; Anatole Leroy-Beaulieu, The Empire of 
the Tsars and the Russians, Vol. I, pp. 46, 47. 
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national sentiment on the part of the peoples oppressed, and 
consequently to retard Russification. Her denial of equal 
chances to all restricts the power of imitation and thus retards 
assimilation. Russia is making little headway with these races 
under her coercive policy. National sentiment is strong among 
the Poles and is growing every day in Finland, while the Ger- 
mans steadily resist Russia's attempt to Russify them and cling 
more stubbornly than ever to their own culture. So long as 
Russia insists that unity of faith is essential to nationality, that 
without Russian orthodoxy Russification is impossible, just so 
long will assimilation with the Jews, Germans, and Poles be but 
slight, for the view of the world taken by the Russian orthodox 
church and that held by the Jews, Protestants, and Roman 
Catholics are so totally at variance that no common meeting- 
ground is possible. Through a policy of coercion, persecution, 
and restriction Russia is trying to force the assimilation of these 
various races. But she is forgetful of the simplest laws of 
assimilation, and consequently retards the very process she is 
attempting to accelerate. Thus by compelling the segregation of 
the Jews and certain other religious sects she renders assimila- 
tion difficult by reducing the number of contacts possible with 
the Russians, for the greater the number of contacts, the easier 
will be the assimilation. Moreover, segregation tends to solidify 
the passive element and to encourage custom- rather than mode- 
imitation, and thus doubly to increase the resistance of the 
passive element to assimilating forces. 

That Russia could assimilate the Germans, Poles, and Jews, 
as well as the primitive races, if she showed discrimination and 
adopted right methods, is shown in the one case of the Jews. 
Before she began her policy of coercion, under a regime of rela- 
tive tolerance, the laissez-faire doctrine was already producing 
assimilation of the Jews, through simply natural causes. The 
Jew began to forsake his synagogue and commenced to assimi- 
late with the Russians, owing to his desire to be like those about 
him. But since coercive methods have been applied, he has 
become more tenacious than ever of his religion and his racial 
peculiarities. By law the Jew is required to live in a certain 
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part of the empire — that is, within the "pale of settlement" 
apportioned him by Catherine II. It was large enough then, 
but it is far too small now ; yet the Jew is permitted to move 
outside only by payment of a sum of money. Skilled artisans 
are allowed to live in only a small proportion of the towns, and 
there their work is under strict supervision. Age, sickness, or 
any intermission in their work will cause immediate banishment. 
Messrs. Weber and Kempster, the American commissioners sent 
to Russia to investigate the causes of immigration to the United 
States, write that it has been a common practice "to visit the 
workshops in which these artisans were employed when they 
were out delivering work, or perhaps on a holiday, and, because 
they were not found actually engaged in such artisan's work at 
the time of the visit, they were reported as being fraudulently 
enrolled in the artisan's guild, and thereupon expelled to the 
' pale.' "' By restricting the civil and political rights of the Jews, 
Russia puts a barrier in the way of assimilation, for she thus 
limits imitation, to which, after all, assimilation is due. The 
Jew is forced to serve in the army, yet cannot rise in the ranks. 
He is shunned by all his fellow-soldiers. The following inci- 
dent illustrates the sentiment which prevails against him in the 
army. During the Turko-Russian war a young Jew distinguished 
himself to such a degree that his general petitioned the Czar to 
commission him. The Czar issued the commission, and it 
arrived in due time, whereupon all the officers in the regiment 
to which the young man was appointed resigned in a body. It is 
needless to say that the commission was revoked. 3 The Jew 
cannot buy land in Russia, nor can he enter many of the guilds. 
Only a small percentage of the Jewish population is allowed to 
attend school, for in the government schools the number of non- 
Christian members must not exceed 5 per cent. As the govern- 
ment does not tolerate the creation of purely Israelitish schools 
by private initiative, it compels ignorance in numbers of its sub- 
jects. 3 The Jews did not speak Russian when they became a 

1 Lecky, Democracy and Liberty, Vol. I, p. 563. 

2 Ellen Desart, " Tsar versus Jew," Nineteenth Century, Vol. XXIX, p. 969. 
8 Novicow, Les I.uttes entre Socie"tls humaines, p. 565. 
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part of the Russian empire, through the partition of Poland. But 
how can they learn the language of the dominant people when 
they are forbidden to have intercourse with them and are not 
permitted to attend school ? When the Jew is given equal edu- 
cational advantages with the moujik, he will speak the same lan- 
guage, and Yiddish (Jiidisch) will disappear. It is now very 
difficult for a Jew to enter a university or engage in a profession. 
Russia has determined to make converts or exiles of the Jews. 
Either they must profess the orthodox faith, or conditions of life 
will be made so hard that they will be forced to leave the coun- 
try. But departure is made so difficult that only the rich and 
better class of Jews can voluntarily avail themselves of this 
privilege. Emigration is strictly forbidden by law, even for a 
short time, and passports for the Jew cost more than for others. 
The rich Jew buys his passport and leaves ; the middle-class Jew 
saves until he can leave, and even the poor Jew often scrimps 
along in hopes of being able ultimately to find a more hospitable 
home. Thus only the weak, decrepit, and unfit are left, and 
Russia's persecution reacts against herself. 1 Russia's effort to 
assimilate the Jews may be compared to that of Spain in the 
sixteenth century to mold her population all in one form. Spain 
succeeded so well in crushing out all original thought through 
extermination and expulsion that her degeneration was but a 
natural result. The effect of the policy of Russia can but be 
detrimental to herself. In 1891 and 1892 the poorer Jews of 
foreign nationality, to the number of one hundred and fifty 
thousand, were expelled from Russia. Many of them were born 
on Russian soil, spoke Russian, depended on Russian industries 
for a living, and desired naturalization. They were driven like 
cattle by bands of Cossacks across the frontier, where thousands 
perished of want and cold. Native Jews were driven from the 
towns where they gained their livelihood, and disqualified for 
honorable trades and posts. 2 Mr. Harold Frederic in The New 
Exodus says that in the single year ending in October, 1892, at 
least a quarter of a million of Russian Jews were forced into exile. 3 

1 Ellen Desart, " Tsar versus Jew," Nineteenth Century, Vol. XXIX, p. 969. 

"Lecky, Democracy and Liberty, Vol. I, p. 560. 3 /iid., p. 566; also pp. 563-5. 
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The method of Russia is strictly coercive. She is trying to 
force her religion, language, and customs on all the strangers 
within her gates. Her chief Russifying agents are religious per- 
secution, her manipulation of instruction, universal conscription, 
and strict censorship of speech and of the press. Russia's reli- 
gious persecution has already been noted. To induce strangers to 
adopt Russian orthodoxy certain privileges are given orthodox 
subjects which are withheld from all heretics. Thus, only ortho- 
dox Russians are allowed to purchase Polish estates. Moreover, 
positive inducements are sometimes held out to tempt heretics 
to a change of faith. Every adult Jew convert, for example, is 
rewarded with a gift of from fifteen to twenty rubles from the 
state, and every child convert with half that sum. 1 Mention has 
also been made of Russia's educational methods. Universal 
military conscription is enforced as a means of Russification. In 
order to force Russian upon her subjects the strictest watch is 
kept upon the language spoken. Little Russian, though the 
only language understood by fifteen millions of the Czar's sub- 
jects, is not allowed for publication. In 1876 an ordinance was 
issued subjecting all Little Russian publications to revision. 
Since then only almanacs and church books are allowed to be 
issued in this tongue. There is not a single Little Russian paper in 
Russia. Polish periodicals are not allowed to be printed outside 
the Visla provinces. Even in St. Petersburg, where 'there are 
sixty thousand Polish residents, as late as 1882 the government 
refused permission to start a Polish journal. No one would dare 
apply for such permission in Lithuania. 2 All scientific publica- 
tions are made in Russian. Justice is administered at War- 
saw in Russian, and the Poles have to pay for the support 
of Russian universities at Warsaw and elsewhere. The names 
of the streets and the signs on the stores must, by order of 
the police, be in the language of the dominant people. The 
government aids dramatic companies in the Baltic provinces, 
where but for this help they could not exist. Plays are given to 

1 Lecky, Democracy and Liberty, Vol. I, p. 561. 

5 Anatole Leroy-Beaulieu, The Empire of the Tsars and the Russians, Vol. 
H, pp. 453. 454- 
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the Germans there in Russian, exhibiting Russian ideals. Legis- 
lative favors are bestowed upon those foreigners who are edu- 
cated in Russian. If a young man passes the examination of a 
government gymnasium, he is released from three years' service 
in the army, having to serve but one year. But this examina- 
tion implies an intimate knowledge of Russian. Youths who 
have followed the complete course of primary instruction have 
to serve four years instead of six. 1 The press in Russia is not 
an instrument of assimilation. It treats of ideas rather than of 
facts, of foreign affairs rather than of home matters. It has more 
the character of a weekly than a daily, and does not reach 
the people or make any effort to. Foreign literature is subject 
to a strict censorship. If a sentence occurs which is con- 
sidered unfit for the Russian reader, it is smeared over with 
black ink or "with caviare," as they say. 2 Libraries founded by 
private persons can acquire only such works as are approved by 
the scientific committee of the ministry of public instruction, 
and the choice given this committee is amazingly limited. The 
works of Lyell, Agassiz, John Stuart Mill, Herbert Spencer, and 
Adam Smith are among the books withdrawn from the public 
libraries under Alexander III. 3 The open library is unknown in 
Russia. Thus, by deliberately hindering intercourse and mental 
contacts, Russia arrests the process of assimilation. 

It is thus evident that Russia still practices the aristocratic 
type of assimilation. Her ideals are practically those of ancient 
states. A new agent, education, has of course come to the front 
in the assimilating process. It is called forth by the times, and 
is used in Russia mainly as an instrument of religion. Russia 
does not utilize to the full extent inventions resulting from the 
discoveries of modern science for causing easy intercourse 
through the railway and through the press, but persists in her 
policy of isolation. This is, of course, in harmony with her 
desire, which is partial assimilation only. She does not care 
for too great an extension of consciousness of kind. The Czar, 
indeed, is hardly considered of the same kind as his subjects. 

■Novicow, op. cit., pp. 138, 139. 

2 A. Leroy-Beaulieu, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 451. 3 ibid., p. 461, note. 
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Quasi -divine honors are paid to the Russian autocrat, and he is 
regarded by the peasant with reverence and awe. The main 
difference between the assimilation produced in ancient states 
and that in Russia is caused by the contemporary conditions. 
In the case of all ancient civilizations, the aristocratic type of 
assimilation was the only kind physically and mentally pos- 
sible. It was conditioned by the stage of human development 
which had been attained, and was therefore natural. But Russia 
today, in the face of modern enlightenment, refuses to adapt 
her policy to the age, and continues consciously in the practice 
of methods suited to days gone by. 

Sarah E. Simons. 
Washington, D.C. 

[To be continuedI\ 



